[Synovectomy of the cubital joint in rheumatoid arthritis (author's transl)].
46 patients underwent synovectomy of the cubital joint for rheumatoid arthritis during the last seven years (1970 to 1977). 38 patients were followed up. The articular function improved in 71%, pain had been eliminated in 55%, no effusion was any longer present in 71%. In advanced stages of the disease resection of the head of the radius generally is performed because it facilitates surgery and improves the articular function later on. Synovectomy is recommended at an early stage.